Noise and acoustics in renal units and hospitals [corrected].
The quality of the patient's life while in the hospital setting is important and hence the quality of the hospital environment is equally important. The effect of noise on health varies depending upon the susceptibility of the individual, but can include higher blood pressure, stress and annoyance in staff, and can erode quality of care. This paper ascertains what the noise levels are in a typical renal unit and considers the potential effects on staff and patients. The quality of the hospital environment plays an important part in treating patients effectively and efficiently. The use of acoustic design principles can reduce the level and impact of noise and, in doing so, improve the quality of care and the patient experience.